Bremer's statement in full

US administrator Paul Bremer confirmed at a press conference that Saddam Hussein was captured on Saturday near his hometown of Tikrit. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we got him. 

Saddam Hussein was captured Saturday 13 December at about 2030 local, in a cellar in the town of al-Dawr which is about 15 kilometres south of Tikrit. 

Before Dr Pachachi, who is the acting president of the governing council, and Lieutenant General Sanchez [the top US military commander in Iraq] speak, I want to say a few words to the people of Iraq. 

This is a great day in Iraq's history. 

For decades, hundreds of thousands of you suffered at the hands of this cruel man. 

For decades, Saddam Hussein divided you citizens against each other. 

For decades, he threatened an attack on your neighbours. 

Those days are over forever. 

Now it is time to look to the future, to your future of hope, to a future of reconciliation. 

Iraq's future, your future, has never been more full of hope. 

The tyrant is a prisoner. 

The economy is moving forward. You have before you the prospect of a sovereign government in a few months. 

With the arrest of Saddam Hussein, there is a new opportunity for the members of the former regime to end their bitter opposition. 

Let them now come forward in a spirit of reconciliation and hope, lay down their arms, and join you, their fellow citizens, in the task of building the new Iraq. 

Now is the time for all Iraqis - Arabs and Kurds, Sunnis, Shia, Christian and Turkmen - to build a prosperous, democratic Iraq, at peace with itself and with its neighbours
Tony Blair’s Statement

The shadow of Sadam has finally lifted from the Iraqi people. 

We give thanks for that. But let this be more than a cause simply for more than rejoicing. Let it be a moment to reach out and reconcile. To the Sunis who’s allegiance Sadam forcefully claimed. I’d say there is a place for you playing a full part in a new and a democratic Iraq. To those formally in Sadam’s party, there by force and not by convictions, I’d say we can put the past behind us. Where his rule meant terror and division and brutality, let his capture bring about unity, reconciliation and peace between all the people in Iraq.

Report

Jubilation in the streets of Bagdad. They have been waiting a long time for this day. Confirmation at last that Sadam has been captured.

“The dictatorship is over” says this man “the injustices are over the racism is over”

And this man says he hopes that the Iraqi people will now be able to live a normal and happy life.

During his 24 year regime Sadam’s ruthless cult of personality extended to every street corner. Until today there has still been a lingering fear of the shadow of his tyranny and while Sadam was free there remained a focus for resistance.

It has now been more than 8 months since his regime was finally toppled, Sadam’s grip on power had been broken. Finding the man himself was now a top priority for the US lead coalition. 

The focus was on his birth place Tikrit and the Sunid triangle north of Bagdad. Many of his senior lieutenants were seized, but where was Sadam himself?

Even during the bombing of Bagdad he was apparently still showing defiance out on the streets, but as with so many sightings it was not initially clear if it was actually him. Throughout his regime he’d used doubles, he was constantly on the move. There had been premature reports of his capture but now there is certainty. A short time ago Iraqi national congressman Afma Shelabi confirmed that US forces had captured Sadam Hussein. And so the people of Iraq can believe at last that Sadams tyranny is finished

